



PARISH OF HOLNEST 
The Annual Holnest Parish Meeting

held on Thursday 30th April 2026 at 7.00 p.m. in Glanvilles Wootton Village Hall
MINUTES
Present: Cllr Ben Lane (Chairman), Cllr Paul Jesty, Graham Sargent, Jenny Hunnisett, the Clerk David Green.
1. Apologies for Absence – received via the WhatsApp group
2.  Minutes of previous meeting approval
    The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 28th May 2025 were approved.
3.  Report to parishioners by Holnest Representatives on Cam Vale Parish Council of council activities.

The Chairman provided an update in relation to Cam Vale Parish Council during the previous 12 months: 
· Cam Vale PC meets 5 times year at the Cam Vale Community Hall (CVCH); Holnest is represented by two Councillors, Leweston and Lillington by one Councillor each, Longburton by four Councillors, although there is currently one Councillor vacancy for Longburton.
· 28 planning applications were reviewed by Cam Vale PC during in the last year, of which 3 related to Holnest Parish. All applications were supported by the Parish Council as necessary.
· The precept for Cam Vale Parish was again reduced in 2025/2026 to £ 7,335 from 
£ 8,155 in the previous year; the group Parish Council is in strong financial position with a substantial element of the £ 17,000 balance held by the PC being ring fenced. A grant of £ 500 was made to Holnest PCC in 2025/2026. All churches within the grouped Parish Council area receive the same annual grant. 
· The Cam Vale Community Hall (CVCH) is fully operational. Although the lease concerning the transfer of the building from Cam Vale Parish Council to the Trustees was signed in December 2024, this has yet to be registered by the Land Registry. 
· Cam Vale PC still has two Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) in operation, across 4 sites, which are proving to be very effective and now rotated under contract by Dorset Council. 
· A request for increased grant funding for churchyard maintenance has been received from Longburton PCC. This is under consideration but any decision must be fair to all parishes. There has also been a request for funding for the maintenance of the millennium clock.  

4.
Approval of Financial Accounts held by Holnest Parish.

The Chairman confirmed that there remains a balance of £ 2263.76 of Holnest Parish ring fenced funds held by Cam Vale PC; it is believed that there is balance of circa £ 4,000 of funds for Berkley Field, jointly held by Glanvilles Wootton PC and Cam Vale PC. 
    Berkely Field has a rental income of £ 400 per year and public liability insurance expenses of around £350 per year, there no current deficit. There has been a slight rent reduction because of hedging work carried out by the tenant. 
 5. Management of finances held by Holnest Parish including Berkley Field

    Holnest Parish may make a claim for an element of residual funds for Glanvilles Wootton Village Hall car park improvements, probably in the sum of £1,500. The remainder of the funds will be used to finance the new noticeboard, with a small contingency for other expenses.  
 6.
Arrangement of a Berkley field meeting and discussion on potential members.

A meeting of Berkley Field management committee was arranged for 30th April 2026. 
7. Matters of Interest:
a) Replacement Notice Board  

Timber for this project has been delivered and it is hoped that work will commence shortly.  
b) Bus Stop
The bus service as such has been withdrawn due to a lack of use, and there is now no requirement for a formal ‘bus-stop’. Graham Sargent reported that buses do stop on request near the telephone box
c) Salt Bin

There has been no further action deemed necessary concerning the provision of a salt bin.
d) Crossroads accident risk
Jenny Hunnisett raised a concern regarding speeding & the accident risk at the crossroads. The Community Highways Officer will be requested to re-evaluate the effectiveness of signage and other measures. 
e) Grant to CVCH
The Clerk confirmed that there is an annual grant of £1,000 to the CVCH under the terms of the 76-year lease. Jenny Hunnisett enquired whether Glanvilles Wootton village hall might also receive a grant, if a request was submitted. The Clerk advised that this would be considered, if an application is made. 

There being no further business the meeting ended at 7:52 pm. 
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