
PARISH OF HOLNEST 
The Annual Holnest Parish Meeting

held on Wednesday 28th May 2025 at 7.00 p.m. in Glanvilles Wootton Village Hall
MINUTES
Present: Cllr Ben Lane (Chairman), Cllr Paul Jesty, Graham Sargent, the Clerk David Green.
1. Apologies for Absence – Jenny Hunnisett, Angela Sargent
2.  Minutes of the meeting held on 9th May 2024 
    The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 9th May 2024 were approved.
3.  Report to parishioners by Holnest Representatives on Cam Vale Parish Council of council activities.

The Chairman provided an update in relation to Cam Vale Parish Council during the previous 12 months: 
· Cam Vale PC meets 5 times year at the Cam Vale Community Hall (CVCH); Holnest is represented by two Councillors, Leweston and Lillington by one Councillor each, Longburton by four Councillors, although there is currently one Councillor vacancy.
· Seventeen planning applications were reviewed by Cam Vale PC during in the last year, of which 3 related to Holnest Parish. All applications were supported by the Parish Council as necessary.
· The precept for Cam Vale Parish was again reduced in 2024/2025 to £ 8,155 from 
£ 8,500 in the previous year, and the group Parish Council is in strong financial position. A substantial element of the £25,000 held by the PC is ring fenced. A grant of £ 500 was made to Holnest PCC in 2024/2025, and the same level of grant has been made in the current year

· The Cam Vale Community Hall (CVCH) is complete, is self-functioning and solvent. A lease for the transfer of the building from Cam Vale Parish Council to the Trustees was signed in December 2024. The Hall is now used by 8-10 regular groups and the Cerne Abbas Post Office operates from there on a Friday. 
· Cam Vale PC now has two Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) in operation, across 4 sites, which are proving to be very effective.  All possible road improvement measures, including possible 20 mph zones and traffic calming, have been considered by Dorset Council and there is no further action that can be taken at present. 
· The former telephone box in Lillington has been replaced and a defibrillator installed. Consideration is being given to housing the defibrillator currently at the Rose & Crown in the former Longburton phone box. 
4.
Approval of Financial Accounts held by Holnest Parish.

The Chairman confirmed that there remains a balance of £ 2263.76 of Holnest Parish ring fenced funds held by Cam Vale PC; it is believed that there is balance of circa £ 4,000 of funds for Berkley Field, jointly held by Glanvilles Wootton PC and Cam Vale PC. 
    Berkely Field has a rental income of £ 400 per year and public liability insurance expenses of around £350 per year, there no current deficit. 

 5 . Management of finances held by Holnest Parish including Berkley Field

    Consideration is being given to a project to replace the Glanvilles Wootton Village Hall, the building being in need of expensive repairs. A potential source of funding would be the possible sale of Berkley Field, which may raise around £80 to £ 100k, and there may be local buyers who could be interested. However, at this stage no detailed plans have been made and the total project cost is unknown, but may be around £400k 
    It was noted that Cam Vale PC and Glanvilles Wootton parish jointly own the Berkley Field, as originally set-up, however It was agreed that any funds accruing from a possible sale of the field would need to be ring fenced on behalf of Holnest Parish for major projects. The Clerk didn’t think this would be be an issue for Cam Vale PC. 
 6.
Arrangement of a Berkley field meeting and discussion on potential members.

There are no current arrangements for a meeting Berkley Field management committee, although the suggestion was made that an early autumn meeting would be beneficial.
7 . Matters of Interest:
a) Replacement Notice Board  

Cllr Lane has looked at a number of options but it was agreed that something traditional in oak would be preferable. Pre manufactured examples are available at a cost of £ 800 or so. Cllr Jesty offered to firstly speak to a local carpenter with a view to having a notice board made locally, with a budget of  circa £500. 
b) Bus Stop
The feasibility of this had been discussed with Dorset Council but it would be financially prohibitive, requiring road/traffic management measures. It was agreed that there is no prospect of any change to the current unsatisfactory situation where buses stop in the middle of the road to collect and drop off passengers
c) Salt Bin
There has been a request for a salt grit bin to be installed in the Salt Ash Common Road, Chafy Cottages area. The Clerk advised that this would firstly require a request to the Community Highways Officer to assess a potential location and permission for the use of Highway verges. If granted, it is likely that this would be permission for a ‘community’ rather than a ‘strategic’ bin, and this would need to be refilled by residents’ and not Dorset Council. Cllr Lane agreed to make further investigations. 

There being no further business the meeting ended at 7:52 pm. 
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