PARISH OF HOLNEST 
The Annual Holnest Parish Meeting

held on Thursday 9th May 2024 at 7.00 p.m. in Glanvilles Wootton Village Hall
MINUTES
Present: Cllr Paul Jesty (Chairman), Cllr Ben Lane, Jenny & Keith Hunnisett, Dawn &  Martin Preston, Graham Sargent, the Clerk David Green.
1. Apologies for Absence – None received
2.  Minutes of the meeting held on 25th May 2023 and Matters Arising
    The Chairman advised that no-one attended the meeting held on 25th May 2023 and therefore no minutes had been taken.
3.  Report to parishioners by Holnest Representative on Cam Vale Parish Council of council activities.

The Chairman provided an update in relation to Cam Vale Parish Council matters during the previous 12 months: 

· The Cam Vale Community Hall (CVCH) is complete and is fully operational. All residents of Holnest Parish are free to use these facilities at a reduced rate. The CVCH is on track to break even in its first year. The first annual grant of £1000 has been made to the Hall by the Cam Vale PC. 

· Cam Vale PC has bought its own Speed Indicator Device (SID) and the Speedwatch Team is very active. Discussions are ongoing with Dorset Council concerning installing a second SID at another location in Longburton. 
· The accident damaged telephone box was the subject of an insurance claim and has now been replaced. 

· The issue of planning applications at Tall Trees has been under active consideration by the PC but no further action has been taken after due consideration. 

Cllr Lane updated the meeting with regard to issues in Holnest Parish: 
· The question of a hard standing point opposite the bus shelter is still under consideration. The next stage is to request a specification and quote for this work from Dorset Council, and to clarify if any local initiative can be taken. The overgrowing ash at the bus shelter itself will be looked at by Martin Preston. 

· The presence of the tree stump in the road at the crossroads and the ‘road narrows’ sign was considered. Jenny Hunnisett noted that the sign showed the narrowing on the wrong side of the road, though it was said that the tree stump did help in slowing traffic down that was traversing the corner. It was noted that the spreading of road salt in the winter had damaged the snowdrops. 
· The Chairman observed that the noticeboard still requires renovation work and this will be looked at by Graham Church.   
4.
Approval of Financial Accounts held by Holnest Parish.

The Chairman confirmed that there is a balance of £ 2263.76 of Holnest Parish ring fenced funds held by Cam Vale PC, and a balance of £ 4121.96 of funds for Berkley Field jointly held by Glanvilles Wootton PC and Cam Vale PC. It was noted that the Berkley Field had recently been re-let. No decision will be taken concerning any distribution from the Berkeley Field account until the Committee is able to meet. The accounts as presented were approved by Cllr Jesty, 2nd Cllr Lane. 
5.
Management of finances held by Holnest Parish.

Cllr Lane confirmed that the ring-fenced funds held by Cam Vale PC are exclusively for use by Holnest Parish, and the Parish should consider what are its priorities in terms of projects. 
    The Clerk confirmed that if funding is required when these reserves have been used this would be a matter for Cam Vale PC to consider. 

6.
Arrangement of a Berkley field meeting and discussion on potential members.

It was noted that the Berkley Field committee should have 4 Holnest members and 3 Glanvilles Wootton members although numbers have been depleted in recent years. A provisional date of 20th June 2024 was set for a committee meeting, location to be confirmed. 
7. Any Other Business


Jenny Hunnisett asked the Clerk to confirm whether a grant could be made to restore the churchyard footpath. The Clerk confirmed that this was possible under the General Power of Competence, although in general current Parish Council legislation does not allow support for the activities of religious bodies. Jenny Hunnisett confirmed that an application to use Holnest ring fenced funds would be made in due course. 
    Cllr Jesty suggested that all incidences of potholes should be reported using the online  reporting tool, noting that it is possible to make damages claims after an incident has been logged. 

    Cllr Jesty proposed that the fingerpost at Seven Ash Common should be renovated. The Clerk noted that there are CPRE grants available for this work. 


Jenny Hunnisett noted that the signage near the bus shelter appeared to be damaged. Cllr Jesty advised that this should be reported using the online tool. 


Graham Sargent raised a question concerning a new barn at Seven Ash Common. Cllr Jesty noted that this had been approved and if there are any concerns relating to whether this meets the planning permission given these should be raised with Dorset Council. 


There being no further business the meeting ended at 8.15 pm. 
.
 
