


[bookmark: _Hlk119907185]CAM VALE PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL MEETING OF PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES

Thursday 23rd May 2024 at 7:00 p.m. at Cam Vale Community Hall, Wildewood Rise, Longburton

[bookmark: _Hlk167426586]Present: Cllrs S Coombes (SC), J Duguid (JD), R Foreman (RF), P Jesty (PJ), S Kell (SK), B Lane (BL), C Marks (CM) 
1. Election of Chairman for the forthcoming year 
Cllr Kell was nominated and unanimously elected to serve as Chairman and signed the Chairman’s Acceptance of Office.
2. Election of Vice-Chairman for the forthcoming year
Cllr Foreman offered to serve as Vice Chairman and was unanimously elected.

3. Councillors Acceptances of Office
The Clerk received signed Acceptances of Office from all Councillors present. 
Councillors were reminded to complete their Register of Interests declaration by 30th May 2024. The online system had been unusable for a few days but was now operational again. 

4. Apologies for absence
[bookmark: _Hlk167426651]Councillors Macdonald, Paget-Tomlinson, Unitary Councillor Kippax
5. Declarations of Interest
None
6. Annual Return, Internal Audit Report and Accounting Statements
The Chairman confirmed that the Parish Council was not exempt from external audit, having income or expenditure exceeding £25,000. The Chairman duly signed the Annual Governance Statement and Accounting statements. There were no issues arising from the Internal Audit. 

7. Standing Orders and Financial Regulations
The Parish Council agreed to apply amended financial regulations with effect from the date of the meeting, in line with the newly published National Association of Local Councils model regulations. 

8. Conflict of interest with external auditors BDO LLP
The Parish Council agreed that there was no conflict of interest with external auditors BDO LLP. 
 
CAM VALE PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 23rd May 2024 at 7:15 p.m. at Cam Vale Community Hall, Wildewood Rise, Longburton

Present: 

Cllr Kell (Chairman), Cllr Foreman (Vice-Chairman), Cllrs S Coombes (SC), J Duguid (JD), P Jesty (PJ), B Lane (BL), C Marks (CM)

David Green, the Clerk and fourteen members of the public

Apologies for absence

Councillors Macdonald, Paget-Tomlinson, Unitary Councillor Kippax

2.       Declaration of Interest & Requests for Dispensation

None. 

3.      Minutes approval 

The minutes of the meeting 21st March 2024 were approved. Proposed JD, 2nd RF

4.       Matters arising from the minutes not covered by agenda items below

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and advised that discussion concerning the Speed Indicator Device (SID) location and road markings would be discussed under later agenda items
         
5.     Public Session

A resident raised an issue relating to the carpark at the Cam Vale Community Hall;   damage had occurred to a garden fence from reversing vehicles in one part of the carpark. It was agreed that a buffer or fibreglass bollard would need to be put in place to prevent this. Cllr Foreman would discuss this with the resident and consider a plan of action. 

A resident raised an issue relating to the inadequacy of local bus services, particularly in the evening, a matter raised at the previous Parish Council meeting. The Chairman noted that the new Dorset Council has just been elected and contact should firstly be made with the new Unitary Councillor Chris Kippax. It is likely that the Portfolio Holder for Bus Services has changed with the new Council and therefore this is a question for that office holder. 

 6.     Finances
          
         6.1 Retrospective Payments approved:

         
	Date 
	Supplier
	Reason 
	 Amount   

	22/03/2024
	David Green 
	 Expenses 
	 £          27.31 

	22/03/2024
	Longburton Village Hall Trust
	 Defibrillator grant 
	 £        375.00 

	22/03/2024
	Longburton Village Hall Trust
	 CVCH grant 
	 £     1,000.00 

	28/03/2024
	David Green
	 March 2024 pay 
	 £        280.00 

	10/04/2024
	HMRC (PAYE)
	 Q4 PAYE 2023/2024 
	 £        202.20 

	19/04/2024
	Elite Playground Installations 
	 Play area operational check
	 £          90.00 

	24/04/2024
	Ashfords 
	 CVCH/VH legal fees (part) 
	 £     1,470.00 

	29/04/2024
	David Green 
	 April 2024 pay 
	 £        280.00 

	08/05/2024
	Community First Trading
	 Parish Council insurance 
	 £        548.69 



[bookmark: _Hlk134767889]        These payments were approved. Proposed RF, 2nd BL

6.2   Payments authorised

· Internal Audit fee - £150
· DAPTC subscription 2024/2025 £ 392.20
· Clerks’ expenses £ 21.15

Proposed JD 2nd RF

6.3 Financial Report 

The Clerk noted that the precept instalment had been received, although the VAT Repayment is still awaited. The overall financial position is good with the bank balance standing at circa £26k. The Chairman thanked the Parish Clerk for his work in this respect. 

6.4 Grant Applications

The Chairman noted the Parish Council had previously granted £ 350 to each of the PCCs, Holnest, Lillington and Longburton.

The Chairman felt that the maintenance work of the churches, in particular in Holnest involving the gates refurbishment and the tree work at St James’, should be recognised. Cllr Foreman noted that the financial position of the Parish Council was now such that additional grants could be made. It was proposed that the annual grants should be increased to £500 for each church. Proposed SK, 2nd PJ. This proposal was unanimously agreed. 

The Chairman also noted that the Garden Club had not received any grant funding last year and has continued with its valuable work of maintaining the War Memorial. it was proposed that a grant of £ 150 should be made to the Garden Club. Proposed SK, 2nd PJ. This proposal was unanimously agreed. 
. 
 7.     Planning matters

An updated register of applications had been circulated to the Council. There were no new applications to consider.  

8.     Cam Vale Community Hall (CVCH) update

The Chairman noted that work towards the transfer of ownership of the Old Village Hall and the completion of a lease document for the CVCH is ongoing slowly. Steering Committee members Tony Kimber, Tom Gilchrist and Nigel Williams are bringing this matter to a conclusion with legal advisors. 

The CVCH reported a small surplus for its first year of operation. 

The solar system, which was not working, is now fully operational and is effectively reducing bills. 

A successful ‘Kelvin’ show was held in December and further events are planned for August and December 2024. 
         
  9   Speed Indicator Device & Roads issues

The Chairman noted that the extensive correspondence between Jean & Gladney Wadsworth and Dorset Highways concerning speeding issues in Longburton which began in 2023. 

There were issues arising from this which have emerged:

Zebra Crossing – there is no prospect of this being introduced. There would need to be evidence of substantial footfall between local amenities school, pub, village hall in one location for this to be considered. The Parish Council will not be pursing this suggestion at this stage

Village Gates – these would cost between £4000 and £5000 and whilst may initially be effective in encouraging drivers to slow down, they do require a maintenance programme, becoming overgrown and dirty rather quickly, and as a consequence lose their effectiveness. The PC will seek the opinion of other villages where these have been installed before considering this possibility further. 

Speed Indicator Device (SID) – It was noted that the SID is effective where deployed but there is a general concern regarding traffic speed from north of Longburton. It was noted that sharing one SID between three locations disproportionally leaves the northern side of the village with less coverage. The PC had received advice from the Dorset Council SID Team that the move to dual SIDS across 4 locations, rather than one SID rotated around three locations would be possible. The Chairman noted that the 4th post location had not been agreed but the use of the redundant post in Dykes Head Road should be considered. Several of those present noted the issue of cars speeding near Leweston School on school day mornings. 

The costs of an additional SID and post installation have been estimated at around £3,500. The Chairman proposed that the PC proceed with ordering an additional SID. This proposal was unanimously supported. A meeting with the SID Team would be arranged as soon as possible to agree where the additional SID would be deployed. 

Speedwatch – Jill Blacklin of the Speedwatch Team provided a very helpful report of recent activities

· The team consist of 9 volunteers and 3 are operational during one session

· The team has conducted 43 Speedwatch monitoring sessions in total, including 6/7 in the last year with the Police

· 4 sites are currently used – near Quarry Lane, Bradford Lane, at the Bus Stop opposite the Rose & Crown 

· Lasy year the team monitored 10,000 vehicles resulting in the issue of 316 letters from 27 sessions

· The team varies monitoring between days & times, although it is not permitted to operate in the dark or wet

· The Chairman thanked Jill and all the Team for their valuable work which has clearly proven to be effective. 

Road signage – the Chairman had requested a review of lining and road sign visibility by the Community Highways Officer. The response had been that road markings and signage was adequate, although this seemed to contradict the observations of Councillors. The CHO had subsequently explained the 75% legibility rule for signage and rules whereby road markings can and cannot be refreshed. 

It was noted that there are instances of signs overgrown with vegetation and a ‘no pavement’ sign being blocked by a telephone pole. 

Parking near junctions – reports of vehicles inconsiderately parking near to junctions in the village had been referred to the CHO for investigation

10.  Maintenance Issues
Cllr Foreman advised that the Play Area had been checked for operational safety and a few issues had been referred to the installers for investigation. There is an issue of weeds growing around the area and through the wet pour surface. 

The solutions to this would be to hire external contractors who are likely to use chemicals or alternatively to organise a voluntary effort within the community. JD did not think the Garden Club would be prepared to take on the task. 
 
There were a couple of offers of assistance at the meeting and Cllr Foreman will consider the issue further. 

11. Correspondence 

      Correspondence received as noted below had been circulated to Councillors: 

	Date
	From 
	Subject/Topic

	04/04/2024
	PCSO Mark Jones
	Parish Council Crime Report March 2024

	26/04/2024
	Joanne Williamson
	Re: Parking in Longburton (1)

	03/05/2024
	Ian Styring, CHO, Dorset Council
	Speeding through the village of Longburton - CVPC INPUT

	08/05/2024
	PCSO Mark Jones
	Monthly Parish Council Crime Report - April 2024

	16/05/2024
	Trevor and Anna Reed 
	Lane from Longburton Church to Folke (2)



	Specific correspondence notes:

· Parking in Longburton – issue reported to CHO as noted above
· Footpath form Longburton Church to Folke

The Chairman noted the request to support the redesignation of the Longburton to Folke Right of Way as a ‘cycle track’. The Chairman advised that this footpath is actually in Folke Parish and but it is the consensus view of the Parish Council is that it cannot support any re-designation of this footpath to a cycle track; in addition, there is no evidence that the landowner would support such a measure. 

12. Matters for the next meeting:

13.  Date of Next meeting:  

The proposed date of the next PC meeting is 19th September 2024 at the Cam Vale  Community Hall.  

There being no further business this meeting closed at 8:25
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