


[bookmark: _Hlk119907185]CAM VALE PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 20th March 2025 7:00 p.m. at Cam Vale Community Hall, Wildewood Rise, Longburton

Present: 
Cllr S Kell (Chairman), Cllr R Foreman (Vice-Chairman), M Hibbit (MH), P Jesty (PJ), B Lane (BL), C Marks (CM), Unitary Councillor C Kippax (CK). David Green, the Clerk and three members of the public

Apologies for absence

Cllr Coombes

2.       Declaration of Interest & Requests for Dispensation

None. 

3.      Minutes approval 

The minutes of the meeting 23rd January 2025 were approved. Proposed SK, 2nd RF

4.       Matters arising from the minutes not covered by agenda items below

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and noted these matters arising: 

Councillor Vacancy – it was noted that Cllr Duguid has resigned and the vacancy will be filled by Co-option. If there is any interest in the post the Clerk or Chairman should be contacted. 

Lllington Phone Box - the replacement phone box has now been installed and the defibrillator is in place; some additional electrical work is required. The Council thanked Cllr Hibbit for all his assistance in facilitating this work. 

Car Park Notice board – It is hoped that a key safe will be installed shortly. 

Car Park buffers – it has been agreed with the CVCH committee that there is not actually an issue with vehicles damaging the fence behind the car park and rubber buffers are unnecessary. 
         
5.     Unitary Councillor report

Cllr Kippax noted:

· Council Leader Nick Ireland  - had recently attended a meeting of Sherborne Town Council, and had provided several updates:

· Devolution – Dorset Council, together with other unitary authorities had been encouraged to submit a case for joining the Heart of Wessex Authority but this has been rejected by HM Government, an explanation for this decision is awaited. 

· Budget – Dorset Council was required to set a maximum Council Tax increase (just under 5%) in order to receive any central government grant income. Dorset actually only receives around 18% of its income from grant funds; some unitary authorities receive 50% funding. Dorset Council now sets the 3rd highest level of Council Tax in the UK. The majority of council expenditure appears to relate to the provision of  Adult & Children’s Social Care services; Cllr Kippax has requested a clear statement of the allocation of Dorset Councils finances from the Director of Finance. 

· Electric charging points – further information concerning the installation of a point in Longburton will be provided in due course.  

6.   Public Session

A question was raised concerning the Parish Council’s ‘support’ for the Methodist Church project discussed at the January 2025 meeting. It should be noted that this ‘support’ does not constitute the offer of any financial support from the Parish Council, which has provided considerable resources for the Cam Vale Community Hall project over several years.  It is to be noted that the project does not involve any disturbance to the graveyard which will remain to be a ‘live’ facility. The Parish Council will offer a view of any planning application concerning this project, if and when this is received. 

A question was raised concerning the provision of a Holnest Bus stop. Cllr Jesty had spoken to the Community Highways Officer would had advised that Dorset Council would not be making provision for a stop which would be financially prohibitive. 

A request was made for a replacement notice board for the Park in Holnest. Cost estimates will be sought and  Holnest ring fenced reserves will be used to finance this project. 

A complaint was received regarding the condition of the Longburton Bus Stop, which requires cleaning. The Clerk would confirm ownership of the bus stop & the issue will be considered further. 

8.  Cam Vale Community Hall update

The project is now complete, with all snagging work completed and final legal fees paid. The only outstanding issue is the transfer of residual funds to the CVCH, after the VAT claim has been paid by HMRC. 

9.  Speed Indicator update & Highways issues

There were no SID or highways issues, save for a suggestion that hedgehog signage should be installed. Further information concerning this idea has been requested but not received. 

10. Adoption of a .GOV.UK domain

A new .gov.uk domain for the Parish Council website has been created and .gov.uk email addresses will be adopted by all Councillors during a transitional period. The Council thanked Cllr Foreman for all his work with Hugo Fox in making these changes. 

11. Parish Meeting dates

The Longburton Parish Meeting will include a combined Annual Meeting of the Parish Council and a Parish Council meeting on 22nd May 2025 at the CVCH

The Leweston & Lillington meeting will be held on 10th April 2025 in St Martins Church. Lillington

The Holnest meeting will be held in late May, date to be confirmed. 

12.  Finances
          
         12.1 Retrospective Payments approved:
         
		Date 
	Supplier
	Reason 
	 Amount   

	27/01/2025
	CVCH (
	Hall hire
	 £        120.00 

	27/01/2025
	David Green 
	Expenses
	 £          22.50 

	28/01/2025
	David Green
	January 2025 pay
	 £        292.60 

	31/01/2025
	Longburton Magazine
	Donation
	 £        150.00 

	03/02/2025
	British Heart Foundation
	Defib for Lillington
	 £     1,200.00 

	27/02/2025
	Community Heartbeat
	Defib installation 
	 £        330.00 

	27/02/2025
	Crestmoor
	Final contractor fee
	 £     4,513.68 

	28/02/2025
	David Green
	February 2025 pay
	 £        292.60 
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12.2   Payments authorised

Clerks’ expenses £ 11.25. Proposed MH, 2nd SK

13.3 Financial Report 

The overall financial position is positive with the bank balance standing at circa £21K and the Village Hall reserve at around £ 6k. 

12.     Planning matters

An updated register of applications had been circulated to the Council. 

New applications to consider: 

P/FUL/2025/01312 - Land North Of Seven Ash Common Holnest - Change of use of building from agricultural to commercial use -  Any concerns? 

Holnest Cllrs Jesty & Lane did not raise any objections to this application, although future commercial uses are unknown. 

13. Correspondence 

      Correspondence received as noted below had been circulated to Councillors: 
       
	Date
	From 
	Subject/Topic

	29/01/2025
	Cllr Chris Kippax
	FW: News release - new funding on the way to help the economy grow

	30/01/2025
	DAPTC
	Buckingham Palace Royal Garden Party - 7 May 2025

	31/01/2025
	Dorset CPRE
	Dorset CPRE January/February 2025 Newsletter

	03/02/2025
	John Lowe
	Longburton Fund – Trustee nomination

	05/02/2025
	Dorset Council
	Outcome of Wessex Devolution Bid

	20/02/2025
	Climate and Ecological Emergency Support 
	Notes from Climate and Nature Action Support Group

	24/02/2025
	The Grove Medical Centre
	The Sherborne Area Directory for Health and Care

	25/02/2025
	Cllr Chris Kippax
	FW: Business news from Dorset Council

	26/02/2025
	Dorset Highways
	RE: PROPOSED TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF A352, LONGBURTON 14th March – cancelled (BT Openreach pole replacement work )

	03/02/2025
	Dorset Council
	Co-option action now permitted re vacancy

	11/03/2025
	Dorset Police
	Parish Council Report February 2025



Longburton Fund – following the retirement of longstanding trustee, John Lowe, the Parish Council unanimously supported the appointment of Graeme Andersen as trustee. The Parish Council thanked John Lowe for all his work for the Fund over many years. 

14. Matters for the next meeting:
     Annual Parish Meeting, Annual Meeting of the Parish Council and Parish Council meeting

15.  Date of Next meeting:  The proposed date of the next PC meeting is 22nd May  2025 at the Cam Vale  Community Hall.  There being no further business this meeting closed at 8.05
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