
Minutes of The Annual Lillington and Leweston Parish Meeting
Held in St. Martins, Lillington on
Thursday 10th April 2025 at 6.30 pm

Present: 	
Councillor Michael Hibbit (PCllr for Lillington) (Chairman)
Mr Les Evans 
Mrs Karen Williams
Mr Nigel Williams
Mrs Cherry Willoughby
Mrs Fiona Ashley Miller
Mr Ludovick Boden
Mr David Green 

1. Apologies for absence 
Susanna Bosanquet, Lisa & Adam Lewis, Pete & Louise Litchfield, Dermot & Leah MacDonald, Mark Ashley Miller (MAM).

2. Opening Remarks
The meeting was opened with a welcome from the Chairman.

The Chairman confirmed that he is now Parish Councillor for Lillington having taken over from Dermot MacDonald.  

3. Minutes of the last meeting
It was resolved that the Minutes of 18th April 2024 were approved.  Proposed: Michael Hibbit, 2nd Fiona Ashley Miller  

4. Matters Arising and Updates since last meeting 
There were no ACTIONS from last year’s Minutes. 

5. Planning Applications:
There a number of planning applications received during the year: 

P/LBC/2025/00963 - Penny Farthing Lower Street Lillington DT9 6QXCarry out external & internal alterations.
This comprised work to the derelict barn and was approved by Dorset Council on 7th April 2025. 

P/PAAC/2024/07356 - Land And Building South East Of Higher Street Lillington - Change of use of agricultural building to dwellinghouse
This application was withdrawn in January 2025. 

6. Cam Vale Community Hall (CVCH) situated in Longburton
David Green, the Clerk for Cam Vale PC, confirmed a 76-year lease had now been signed between Parish Council and the Trustees of the Cam Vale Community Hall. The final transfer of funds held by the Parish Council on behalf of the CVCH, some £ 6,600, had now taken place. The Hall is now very successful, having regular bookings and operating as a part time Post Office on Friday afternoons:
 https://www.camvalecommunityhall.org.uk/ 

7. Church Matters – Update
The Chairman thanked all involved in obtaining grants from Voltalia for the restoration of the upper graveyard bund wall and the replacement of the old phone box. A total of £10,000 has been received, which has been split evenly between these two projects. The bund repair looks very good and is probably a relief to those lying close by who had grave concerns for an unexpected falling out!
The old mower shed was taken down and burnt during the autumn clean-up, there will be a replacement at some stage. There has been discussion and speculation regarding the size, foundations and the necessity for clearance both of ground and from the Diocese of Salisbury. 
There is on-going discussion regarding the provision of a lavatory in the graveyard for members of the congregation. There are the issues of finding a suitable location, which does not distract from the beauty of the church and also the absence of mains drainage; it seems that a waterless composting facility would probably need to be considered. The key issue is that of potential costs but also the matter of a cleaning roster. 
The necessity for a lavatory was questioned, although there was recognition of a possible need due to elderly nature of congregations. It was agreed that the idea should be put to the village when further information regarding costs and possible positioning is known.
There is also a proposal for a kitchenette to be installed in the fabric of the church, possibility within the base of the tower to ease the provisioning of tea, coffee and cakes etc are available to those who gather after services on the first Sunday of every month. Again, it was agreed that when more is known this will be put to the village for consideration. 
The 4-year discussion with the electricity supplier has now been resolved. The issue arose in 2020 when the analogue meter, which was set-up to record two tariffs, a weekday tariff and a cheaper week-end tariff, was replaced with a sequence of smart meters which only recorded total units consumed. Following referral to the ombudsman, it was agreed that the Chairman’s estimate, based on 10 years of analogue readings, should be the basis of a settlement. A further new meter was installed in July 2024 and this records all necessary information; we also have a new electricity supplier. 
Collections at Harvest Festival and Remembrance Sunday continue to be passed onto the Sherborne Food Bank and the Royal British Legion respectively, as do our donations made to Dorset Historic Churches Trust, which should be derived from Ride and Stride but this has become sponsored fund raising in the last couple of years. For the last two years a Christmas Tree has been sponsored for the festival in Cheap Street Methodist Church. 
It was agreed that PCC minutes should be posted to the village noticeboard. 
8. Roads, Verges and Potholes 
The Chairman advised  that a suggestion had been made that a footpath be installed around the Lillington loop. It was commented that the money would be better spent improving the local road network. 
It was noted that the road surface and foundations at Black Leg Hill is in poor condition and that the road at the top of Gordons Lane appears to be ‘sinking’; a report will be sent to the Community Highways Officer. It was noted that village road are on the schedule for resurfacing, but the date is unknown. 
Residents were reminded that they see any potholes or drainage problems, these should be reported to the Dorset Council  website –which is the best way to get issues dealt with:  

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/roads-highways-maintenance/report-a-problem-on-the-road-or-pavement

9. Red Telephone Box 
The Chairman thanked all involved in the project to ensure that the telephone box replacement proceeded successfully. Particular thanks were given to Les Evans and his dear departed brother Alec who provided funds for the defibrillator. It should be noted that Cam Vale Parish Council has agreed to take on the maintenance  costs of the defibrillator, as these arise. The defibrillator will be registered with the national database, ‘The Circuit’. 

It was noted that the door opening appears to be restricted by 45 degrees, although it was felt that this would become looser in time. There are plans to hold a celebratory opening of the box and install a plaque in memory of Alec and some dates have been suggested.
 
10. Any Other Business/Issues raised
There being no further business the Chairman concluded the meeting at 7.02 pm. 
							David Green, Clerk to CVPC
