


LONGBURTON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

23rd May 2024 at Cam Vale Community Hall

The meeting was attended by members of the Cam Vale Parish Council and approximately 14 residents of Longburton. 

1. Introductions

Cllr Stephen Kell as Chairman welcomed all to the meeting. Members of the Cam Vale Parish Council had been introduced earlier in the evening. 

2. Apologies for absence

Noted previously.

3. Minutes of the 2023 Longburton Parish Meeting

The minutes of the Longburton Annual Parish Meeting held on 23rd May 2023 were agreed and duly signed by the Chairman.

4. Chairman’s report

Much of the Chairman’s planned report in relation to speeding and road signage issues had been discussed during the Cam Vale Parish Council meeting held earlier in the evening and did not require repetition. 

An update of the activities and progress of the Cam Vale Community Hall had been provided earlier. 

John Lowe provided a short report on the origins and work of the Longburton Fund. This was originally known as the ‘Old Fund for Land at Cattistock’ and its funds were originally generated from a sale of farmland. The current value of the fund is around £12,600 and it generates an annual income of £500. 

This Fund offers financial assistance to residents on modest incomes, in Longburton and surrounding parishes, by way of grants or the purchase of goods. Help can be given to assist children, such as grants towards courses or the purchase of musical instruments, and, exceptionally, they can also be made towards village organisations In recent years significant grants have been made to Longburton Church, the Care Farm at Holnest and towards the construction costs of the Cam Vale Community Hall. During the last financial year the Trust covered the cost of additional sports equipment for one of the Clubs using the Community Hall  

The Trust’s money is invested in the Charities Official Investment Fund, the dividends of which are over £500 a year. The money is there to help people, with modest means, who are in need, so if anyone is aware of any resident who could benefit, please let the Trustees  know (the information is totally confidential). Applications towards the personal development of students are always welcomed, such as Outward Bound courses or volunteer trips abroad, If you know of any local person with leadership potential, or whose self-esteem or confidence needs boosting, again, please let the Trustees know. 

The Trust is administered by four Trustees – The owner for the time being of Sherborne Castle Estates, the Vicar of Longburton (now the Rector of Sherborne Abbey) and two appointed by the Cam Vale Parish Council (currently Mary Kell and John Lowe), who are able to make decisions on applications

In addition, the Chairman noted the increase in local scams, particularly attempted telephone frauds and attempts to impersonate the Police. There have also been several attempted distraction burglaries. 

5. AOB 

A resident raised a concern regarding the Old Library in Longburton, noting that this had been empty for several years. Another resident explained that the property had been bought unseen and there were access issues that had prevented development of the property for residential use. The Chairman advised that the Parish Council would not be able to intervene in this situation. 

A resident raised an issue concerning a visit he had received 9 months ago from a building inspector, concerning a building in the village which may be in danger of collapsing. He had not received any follow up communication concerning this matter and considered that was of sufficient importance to draw to the attention of the community, as any collapse would potentially close the road. 

The Chairman asked the resident to write to the Parish Council and the matter would be escalated with Dorset Council, who may be able to provide additional information. 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8:40 pm. 

David Green
Parish Clerk 28/05/2024



