


[bookmark: _Hlk119907185]CAM VALE PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL MEETING OF PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES

Thursday 22rd May 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at Cam Vale Community Hall, Wildewood Rise, Longburton

[bookmark: _Hlk167426586]Present: Cllrs S Coombes (SC), R Foreman (RF), P Jesty (PJ), B Lane (BL), C Marks (CM) J Paget-Tomlinson (JPT)
1. Election of Chairman for the forthcoming year 
Cllr Ray Foreman chaired the meeting. Cllr Kell, though not present, had offered to serve as Chairman for 2025-2026. Cllr Kell was nominated and unanimously elected to serve as Chairman and will sign the Chairman’s Acceptance of Office at the next meeting of the Parish Council.
2. Election of Vice-Chairman for the forthcoming year
Cllr Foreman offered to serve as Vice Chairman and was unanimously elected.

3. Apologies for absence
[bookmark: _Hlk167426651]Councillor Kell.
4. Declarations of Interest
None.
5. Annual Return, Internal Audit Report and Accounting Statements
The Presiding Chairman confirmed that the Parish Council was exempt from external audit, having income or expenditure under £25,000. The Presiding Chairman duly signed the Certificate of Exemption, the Annual Governance Statement and the Accounting statements. There were no issues noted from the Internal Audit. 

6. Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Risk Assessment
The Parish Council agreed to apply amended Standing orders & Financial regulations with effect from the date of the meeting, in line with newly published National Association of Local Councils model guidance. An amended Risk Assessment was duly agreed. 

7. Conflict of interest with external auditors BDO LLP
The Parish Council agreed that there was no conflict of interest with external auditors BDO LLP. 
 
CAM VALE PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 22nd May 2025 at 7:15 p.m. at Cam Vale Community Hall, Wildewood Rise, Longburton
Present: 
Cllr Foreman (Acting-Chairman), Cllrs S Coombes (SC), P Jesty (PJ), B Lane (BL), C Marks (CM), J Paget-Tomlinson (JPT). Unitary Councillor Kippax

David Green, the Clerk and 4 members of the public

Apologies for absence

Councillor Kell. 

2.       Declaration of Interest & Requests for Dispensation

Cllr Lane – re Grant to Holnest PCC. 

3.      Minutes approval 

The minutes of the meeting  21st March 2025 were approved. It was noted that these had been amended to exclude reference to the Temperance Hall in relation to the Methodist Hall project. 

4.       Matters arising from the minutes not covered by agenda items below

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and noted several items:

· Councillor Vacancy – there remains a vacancy for a Councillor to represent Longburton. If anyone is interested, or knows of anyone who may be interested, they should speak to either Cllrs Kell or Foreman, or the Clerk. 

· Lillington Phone Box -  a replacement  box & defibrillator have now been fully installed and are operational – the Parish Council would to thank Cllrs Coombes and Hibbit taking this project to completion

· Website/emails – the process of transferring to a .gov.uk domain is now complete & most councillors now have a .gov.uk email address

· Bus Stop cleaning/repainting – an inspection has indicated that this would benefit from a sweep out of leaves & repainting. The Council welcomes suggestions of anyone prepared to carry out these tasks voluntarily but is prepared to engage a contractor if necessary.  It was confirmed that the bus shelter is a PC asset. 

· Holnest Notice board  - replacement ideas will be discussed by Holnest PC at its Annual Parish Meeting
         
5.     Public Session

A resident raised an issue in relation to the defibrillator at the Rose & Crown. This seems to be non-functional and a request was made for the Parish Council to adopt this device. The Clerk advised that a report of condition will firstly be required. It was suggested that the device could be housed in the Longburton telephone box. A suggestion was also made for use of the telephone box as an information resource, perhaps including a map of the area. These ideas will be looked at by the PC.

An issue of trees overgrowing the traffic lights in the centre of Longburton was raised by a resident. Cllr Coombes offered to deal with this issue. 

Cllr Kippax provided a report in relation to the financing of Dorset Council in particular the issue of the high level of Council Tax changes in the county. It appears that there are two main reasons for the high levels of CT:

· the general underfunding of areas outside London
· local demographics and the demands these make on the provision of services

In 20023/2024 funding in the Dorset area was £ 111 lower per head of population than London. In addition, the Revenue Support Grant to Dorset Council from central government has been cut from £ 3.1 million in 20219 to £1.7 million in 2025/2026. 

Dorset Councils overall budget is around £417 million for the current year, of which some 
£ 254 million is allocated to Adults & Children’s Services and Housing. 

The Chairman thanked Cllr Kippax for attending all PC meetings since the Election and for his insightful thoughts in relation to the strategic direction of Dorset Council. 

 6.     Finances
          
         6.1 Retrospective Payments approved:
         
	Date 
	Supplier
	Reason 
	 Amount   

	17/03/2025
	Battens
	Legal fees CVCH
	 £             961.80 

	18/03/2025
	Hugo Fox 
	Website
	 £               11.99 

	18/03/2025
	Lloyds - service fee
	Bank charge
	 £                  4.25 

	28/03/2025
	David Green
	Mar 2025 pay
	 £             292.60 

	10/04/2025
	 HMRC - PAYE 
	PAYE Q4 2024/2025
	 £             211.80 

	10/04/2025
	Cam Vale Community Hall - TFR
	Final funds transfer
	 £         6,627.23 

	22/04/2025
	Hugo Fox
	Website
	 £               11.99 

	22/04/2025
	Lloyds - service fee
	Bank charge
	 £                  4.25 

	28/04/2025
	 David Green 
	April 2025 pay
	 £             292.60 

	19/05/2025
	Community 1st Trading 
	PC Insurance
	£              579.38 



[bookmark: _Hlk134767889]        These payments were approved. Proposed RF, 2nd BL

6.2   Payments authorised

· JP Consultants - Internal Audit fee - £150
· DAPTC subscription 2024/2025  - £ 392.20
· Clerks’ expenses £ 11.25

Proposed RF 2nd BL. 

6.3 Financial Report 

The Chairman noted that the precept instalment and VAT repayment had been received,. The overall financial position is good with the bank balance standing at circa £25k. It was agreed to transfer £10,000 to the business savings account to generate interest given the high level of funds. 

6.4 Grant Applications

· Grants of £ 500  to each of the local churches, Longburton, Holnest & Lillington were agreed

· A grant of £1,000 to the Cam Vale Community Hall was agreed

· A grant of £ 250 to the Longburton Garden Club for maintain the War Memorial was agreed. 

7.     Planning matters

An updated register of applications had been circulated to the Council. There was one new application to consider:

P/LBC/2025/01984 - Manor Dairy Farm Longburton DT9 5PG - Conversion of two barns to holiday lets. There were no objections to this renovation of some very dilapidated farm buildings. 

  8.   Village Speed Indicator issues

  Speedwatch operations - were discussed in the Annual Parish Meeting.

Additional road safety signage - following an offer from the Police & Crime Commissioner, was mentioned but the Chairman noted that there really were no suitable locations on verges for any additional signs. 

Near Miss Reporting – it was noted that ‘near misses’ and minor collisions can now be reported to online. This may assist Dorset Highways in the compilation of data concerning problem locations. There is a link available for reporting these incidents on the Cam Vale Parish Council website: 

https://www.camvale-pc.gov.uk/community/cam-vale-parish-council-15481/news/report-near-misses-79713 

9. Correspondence 

      Correspondence received as noted below had been circulated to Councillors: 

	Date
	From 
	Subject/Topic

	24/03/2025
	Dorset Highways
	Temporary Traffic Regulation Order for A352 Longburton - 9th May 2025

	27/03/2025
	DAPTC
	Late March and into April -  Upcoming Training & Events at a Glance 

	07/04/2025
	A & Edwards
	Longburton Victoria Temperance Hall – PC minutes amendment 

	09/04/2025
	Cllr Kippax
	FW: Road Safety Signage in Dorset Council area - 

	22/04/2025
	Cllr Kippax
	Survey launched to identify affordable housing need in Dorset parish

	25/04/2025
	Dorset Highways
	TEMPORARY TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT ORDER OF A352, LONGBURTON

	02/05/2025
	Dorset CPRE
	Dorset CPRE April/May 2025 Newsletter

	06/05/2025
	Dorset Highways
	Temporary Traffic Regulation Order for Higher Stockbridge, Leweston

	07/05/2025
	Climate and Eco
	Notes from Climate and Nature Action Support meeting on 9 April 

	09/05/2025
	Cllr Kippax
	News release - Tell us about small collision or near misses

	12/05/2025
	PCSO Mark Jones
	Parish Council Crime Report April 2025

	13/05/2025
	Dorset Highways
	Temporary Traffic Regulation Order for Lower Street, Lillington



10. Matters for the next meeting:

· Defibrillator evaluation 
· Bus Shelter renovation progress
· Holnest Notice Board progress

11.  Date of Next meeting:  

The proposed date of the next PC meeting is Thursday 18th September 2025 at the Cam Vale  Community Hall at 7 pm.  

There being no further business this meeting closed at 7:45
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